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Governor Whitmer is prioritizing the health and well-being of every Michigander by ensuring access to quality,
affordable health care and lowering the cost of prescription drugs.  

Lowering the cost of prescription drugs

Proposed $150 million to manufacture low-cost insulin, saving money for Michiganders with diabetes. 
Signed an executive directive to determine how the State of Michigan can lower the cost of insulin, including by
developing its own manufacturing capabilities.  
Signed a bill lowering the cost of prescription drugs and increasing pharmacy oversight. 
Signed a bill protecting Michiganders against surprise medical billing. 
Established Prescription Drugs Task Force and is implementing their recommendations to drive down costs,
promote transparency, and improve health outcomes. 
Supported Attorney General Nessel’s work to hold drug companies accountable for skyrocketing insulin prices
and called on the legislature to cap insulin costs.  
Signed a bill fostering more competitive health care pricing. 

Expanding health care access and affordability
Proposed investments to improve enrollee access to Medicaid services. 
Extended Healthy Michigan to over 1 million people, lowering costs for working families. 
Expanded dental care for Medicaid or Healthy Michigan enrollees, lowering their costs.  
Expanded access to telemedicine and required insurers to cover telehealth. 
Invested $300 million in health care worker training, recruitment, and retention and signed loan forgiveness for
health professionals working in medically underserved communities.  
Enacted a $2 per hour raise for direct care workers, proposed an additional raise. 
Increased access to mental health by retaining or recruiting hundreds of mental health workers and expanded
crisis stabilization programs. 
Secured funding to build a new state psychiatric hospital, expanding inpatient capacity. 
Supported Attorney General Nessel’s work to sue major opioid distributors as drug dealers. Won historic $800
million settlement fight opioid addiction. 
Signed bills to raise the minimum age of tobacco sales from 18 to 21. 
Signed bills expanding access to naloxone for those experiencing an opioid overdose. 
Signed an executive directive instructing departments to find ways to lower costs and protect coverage for
Michiganders at risk of losing coverage for health care. 
Took action to protect preventive health care coverage after a federal court struck the requirement from the ACA. 

Addressing health inequities 
Consistently invested in Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies, an initiative to address disproportionate racial impacts of
maternal and infant mortality and ensure moms have the support they need for healthy pregnancies, deliveries,
and postpartum care. Proposed an expansion to offer more services, continue reducing disparities. 
Established the Racial Disparities Task Force and made “lasting structural change.” Released a report detailing
progress made and actions still to be taken to close disparities.  
Made investments to reduce disparities, including Sickle Cell treatment, and proposed nearly $60 million to
implement their recommendations. 
Required medical professionals to undergo unconscious bias training. 

Bolstered programs to support families, lower costs 
Modified asset test requirements to allow people to receive food aid and other public assistance while they plan for
a stable future, lowering their costs on the essentials. 
Removed red tape for benefit programs through proactive referrals, cross-enrollment processes, simplified
requirements, and increased online access. 
Created the Food Security Council to identify opportunities to reduce food insecurity. 

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/08/gov-whitmer-announces-fiscal-year-2024-budget-building-a-brighter-future
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMDMuNjQ1NzQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL01JRU9HLzIwMjIvMTAvMDMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMjg2NjA3L0VEJTIwMjAyMi0xMiUyMExvd2VyaW5nJTIwQ29zdHMlMjBvZiUyMEluc3VsaW4lMjAlMjgyMjEwMDMlMjklMjAlMjh3aXRoJTIwc2lnbmF0dXJlJTI5LnBkZiJ9.Z3NIR7absS-6hDDcZ6wH0BMF15Q5g8Jws4QMVptasWw%2Fs%2F1435301801%2Fbr%2F145090961689-l&data=05%7C01%7Ckarvec%40michigan.gov%7C10e6f27a63d74b843aed08daa548345a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638004026943485911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PrElKbYtVHyUYbMNcjiVqPOazuJsYwfIfwccF7dABXo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/02/23/gov--whitmer-signs-bipartisan-bills-to-lower-prescription-drug-costs-for-michiganders
https://www.michigan.gov/difs/news-and-outreach/press-releases/2021/06/11/michigan-department-of-insurance-and-financial-services-implements-important-new-health-insurance-c
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/appointments/oma/all/3/prescription-drug-task-force
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/Governor_Whitmers_Plan_to_Lower_the_Cost_of_insulin_746663_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/01/26/gov--whitmers-plan-to-lower-the-cost-of-insulin
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/01/26/gov--whitmers-plan-to-lower-the-cost-of-insulin
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/01/26/gov--whitmers-plan-to-lower-the-cost-of-insulin
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/06/27/whitmer-signs-bills-to-lower-health-care-costs-and-increase-public-safety-among-other-legislation
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/08/gov-whitmer-announces-fiscal-year-2024-budget-building-a-brighter-future
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71547_2943_66797---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/05/16/whitmer-announces-1-million-michiganders-receiving-health-care-under-healthy-michigan-plan
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/20/whitmer-signs-fourth-balanced-and-bipartisan-budget
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-533221--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90640-532866--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90640-577567--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/03/23/whitmer-signs-bills-supporting-health-professionals-and-more
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90640-527871--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/08/gov-whitmer-announces-fiscal-year-2024-budget-building-a-brighter-future
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/20/whitmer-signs-fourth-balanced-and-bipartisan-budget
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/20/whitmer-signs-fourth-balanced-and-bipartisan-budget
https://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-359-92297_47203-514835--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/04/21/whitmer-and-ag-nessel-on-opioid-settlement-distribution
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/05/19/governor-whitmer-signs-bills-fighting-opioid-crisis
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/05/19/governor-whitmer-signs-bills-fighting-opioid-crisis
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/21/governor-whitmer-signs-legislation-to-protect-public-health-and-other-legislation
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/21/governor-whitmer-signs-legislation-to-protect-public-health-and-other-legislation
https://www.michigan.gov/difs/news-and-outreach/press-releases/2023/05/11/gov-whitmer-takes-action-to-help-michiganders-save-money-stay-covered
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/04/03/whitmer-takes-action-to-protect-preventive-healthcare-insurance-coverage-following-texas-decision
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/07/20/whitmer-signs-fourth-balanced-and-bipartisan-budget
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499-540891--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/08/gov-whitmer-announces-fiscal-year-2024-budget-building-a-brighter-future
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/27/gilchrist-announces-michigan-outperforms-in-addressing-covid-19-racial-disparities-in-task-force
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2021/09/29/governor-whitmer-signs-budget-that-puts-michiganders-first-helps-working-families-and-grows-the-eco
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/02/08/gov-whitmer-announces-fiscal-year-2024-budget-building-a-brighter-future
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90704-535754--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499-510239--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2022/03/03/gov--whitmers-food-security-council-issues-recommendations-to-ensure-michigan-families-have-access-

